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HOMES

SPEAK UP
Hera’'s how thaese Meridian residents

answearad the quastion, "How do you think the
war will change life in the United States?”

1 1‘hi[|k I:ll.‘ilLI]I.:'l-'-'i [} iII.II.Ir:.‘I.'ia'Ii.' thetr comntey more and pay
attention to what is happening acound them,® . :
Brittany Lowis, 15

“1 thimk the war, alreacdy, has macde 2 hoge impact in the
Ulnated Stages, People are really recogmizing and showing
respect for the brave seldiers, [ think the war has brought us
closer together.”

Iatehym Gibsom, 15

“1think it already changed the Unated Staes, People are
rewdy for lowed anes o come home and are tired of war
Thiroawgeh all the war, litthe has been done for leag. People are nof
sure what Kind of countey they woulbd likee o be”

Couriney Roberis, 15

“1ihimk things #ill be worse beciose everything that has
bappend, and s happenimg, 1& talked about inthe Bible,”
Wydesra Landrum, G0

“1think the war has broweht @ bot of people topether, and
peenple appreciate the Guardsmen even more now”
Erin Johnsonm, 16

“1 hopee thit beecaoze of our involvement in the war, life will
nol chamge inour countey. We are free becanse we foaght for
gt freecdom, [ feel that it is necessary e mainiain our reedom,®

Momnica Loden, 31

KiAndrea Moss conpiled this Speak Up grestion. She 5 a
sopkomore af Sowitkeeast Lowderdale High School. Ske Wves in
Kewaner otk her parents, Kxisten and Michas! Mogs, The femily
altends Springhill Missiomary Bapiist Church, Kidndrea enjovs
wiebching felevision, falking on the tefephone, shopping ard taki,
-rfra-::',l" idren, Affer gradualivn, ske kopes fo become o physion
Thera s,

“Voice of Democracy’ winner ...

A tradition of military determination

Heathor Blackwell atfends Neswion
Conity High Sehool. She iz the dangiter of
Thorurs Blackeell qund the late Cherry
Blackwell. Heoather iz o smember of the
Betg Club, the Model Lnitod Natdouz Club,
flee exmmeend 2taf) the color grard ard e
corcert hard. She fs ofce-prosidend of the
Beta Club ard a menther of the Nalfonal!
Honor Soefety, She was o award siitser
1w the “Voiee of Deweocracy” estay contest
sponsored by e Veterans of Foreign Hhes
Heve's her assnp

By Heather BElackwell
special 1o The Star

The courageousness of veterans who
went into battle for our great nation helps
to inspire today's youth, They endwred
conditions that are beyond comprehension
for many of us,

[magine, after being knocked out by the
blast of a bamb, waking up in a makeshift
hospital. You losk around but can’t see
clearly. As you reach up to touch your face,
v realize you can't see because your eye
i=n in its secket. You feel it Iying on your
cheek. At that instant, the reality hits you,
vaou're it war.

You kegin to ask yourself, “1s this a
friendly or enemy camp?” You muster
every ounce of strength you have left in
yvour body and prepare to run for your life.

This sounds like something that woulsd
only happen in a movie, doesn't % How-
ever, it is the true story of my grandfather.
After this incident at the Battle of 5t. Louis
during World War 11, the Arooy offered to
gsend him home. His reply was, “[ havent
finished what [ came to da.”

[t was such men from small towns such
as this ene that made the difference, and
these were the things they endwred and
trivmphed over. They are our veterans.

*

After we were
altacked on Sepl.
11, 2001, our
wation began lo
question its
security. If peaple
could invade us 5o
easily, we begin to 8

wonder whal is
there to stofr them
from coming inte schools and
workplaces, and killing more
imnocent people?

For this reason, we most celebrate our
velerans” service.

The gift of tomorrow

Acts of courage that they performed
give us hope for a better tomorrow. For
what they accomplished in the past, they
gave ug the gift of tomorrow. The LS. has
been through many wars whose goals were
to by and preserwe democracy and protec
other nations — to let all people have
fresdom. For this reason, we must cele-
brate our weterans” service,

[m the words of Winston Chuechill: *The
Americans teok but liile when they emi-
grated exeept what they had in thelr souls.
They came through wilderness; they
became a refuge for the oppressed from
every land and ¢limate.”

i veterans fought for what they

beliewved to be the just cause. However,
they may nob have always ald the support
of the American people behind them that
they deserved. Edmund Burke said, "All
that is necessary for evil to succeard is for
good men to da nothing.”

In the past, evil struck the world many
thimes. On Dec, 7, 1941, the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor and took 2,388 lives
The LIS quickly retaliated, and our vet-
erans went to war. They strugeled o pre-
vent evil frem sucoesding.

The day the towers fell

Recently, we were attacked once again
on ooue own soll, and many of our ser-
vieemen set gut to protect owr natbon and
the lives of all the people in i, as well as
our way of life. This began our war on
ter el sm.

After we were attacked on Sept. 11,
S0, our pation began o question its secu-
Fits. I people could invaile us so easily, we
biegin to wander what s there to stop theimn
fraemm comimg Tnto schools and workplaces,
and killing more Innocent peogple?

Owir servleamen tosk action. When the
canse arose they risked thelr Tves to let us
hawve a renewed sense of securliy that we
need o live happily. For this reason, we
st celebrate our veterans” service.

We must eelebrate our veterans. They
have worked so hard to help us keep this
matien and make 1t what it is today. They
preserved our heritage and taught us that
wis must steive to keep our nation strong.

So many men and women have lost their
liwes and gave us such a wonderful gift —
the frecdom to Tve in the LS, “the land of
the free and the home of the brave.”

Far this reason, we must celebrate our
velerans' services.

Gulf War veterans live American dream

servedl five

foay Thewmas 15 a public
refafions specialisf @t Meridian
Conpmunity College. Like many
freaple in Lowderdale Connty,
sive Irrs discoverad fhat
nuexpected people have
wuflitary backgronnds, Here
i5 her stary about ore af them,
a co-werker af MOC

By Kay Thomas

spezial to The Star
There  are  days  when
Stephen Dave, 3 securiy officer

at Meridian Community Col-
lege, thinks about returning to
military service,

“I really have considered
going back for three more
vears,” Dove said.

An alomnus of MOUC, Dowve
garnered a world of experience
by serving in both the L5, Mavy
and 1.5, Army. From being stz
tioned on the USS Saipan in
MNorfolk, Va., to pulling duty in
warkime kuwait, to processing
non-commissioned officers in

years  of
active duty
and three
years of
reserye.
“If you
i one
sirle of me,
I'd  bleed
Mavy blue.
It wou cut
the other
sige,  1'd

Steve Dove, 1996

applicd to
the couple;
“We  con-
tinued o
date  after
the six
months.”
HAunad
another
cliché, twn
ships
passing in
the night,
also applics

Ealrina Slubbs
Dove, 19097

Uson, =outh Borea, Dove has

bleed Army green,” he said. Lo fhe

He also found the love of his
lifer, his wife, during his service
to the country. Kafring Stubbs
from Ddaytona Heach, Fla., was
in the serving line in a Maval
galley when Dove saw her,

*I cracked a joke, and she
laughsd, and [ asked her if [
could come eat with her,” Dove
=i,

She piqued his interest, She
wits from the South and she was
serving on the carrier sub-
tender LSS Yellowstone, After a
first date at a Red Lobster
restaurant in Morfolk, the two
hit it el

“We dated for a month and
ghe had to go on a six-month
cruise,” he said.

The adage that distance
makes the heart grow fonder

Dowves, They learned later that
they were both at the same base
for their basics,

Dove completed his duties
and when Katrina Anished her
tour {her work was cutting and
shaping metal) the two married
in Meridian’s El Bethel Church.
Teday, the couple has five chil-
dren, Mandi, Bamaria, Shani,
Makeda, Dingane,

"We're living the American
dream,” e sid.

Military serwice runs in
Dowe's family. He has siblings
who served as yeomen, an uncle
is a retired commander and his
great, great uncle was acook on
a Maval ship in World War [1

Daove has never regretied
joining up: “I have lifelong
friends.”



